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Philippine tariff did not come only from the home producer but also
from the American capitalists who had sunk capital in Cuban sugar
plantations,1 whose imports into the United States were subject to
taxation. In 1928 it was proposed to limit the amount of sugar which
might be introduced into the United States from the Philippines
duty free. Senator Smoot, Chairman of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, had stated that three-quarters of the Philippine sugar output
was produced by concerns financed with non-American capital—a
statement which was challenged by Mr. Guevara, the Philippine
Resident Commissioner at Washington. In the June of the following
year the United States Beet Sugar Association pleaded before the
Senate Finance Committee for at least a limitation in the quantity
of Philippine sugar importable free of duty; and the Association took
care to point out that, as the Islands would lose the free market on
the attainment of independence, they might as well prepare for this
eventuality. This agitation was one of the reasons which led Governor-
General Davis, while insisting on the importance of an open American
market, to urge the Filipinos to cultivate a greater variety of crops.2
It was after these discussions that on the 9th October, 1929, the
Senate of the United States, in dealing with the Tariff Bill at that
time under consideration, defeated an amendment proposed by
Senator King in favour of independence and authorizing the Philippine
Legislature to call a constitutional convention to draw up a plan of
government. His object, said Senator King, was not to defeat the
Tariff Bill, but to get the question of Philippine independence con-
sidered. This was the first step in a campaign which rapidly gathered
speed. In November 1929 Representative Knutson introduced a
Bill (BLR. 5182) to grant independence, and his main reason for
doing so was because he considered that c the Philippine Islands
to-day constitute the greatest drawback to agricultural rehabilitation
that we have to contend with5.3 On the 4th January, 1930, a Filipino
Independence Delegation arrived in Washington. In the same
month Senator Bingham proposed that the President should appoint
a commission to study the political and economic status of the
Philippines; and on the 13% January Senator King introduced a
Bill (S. 3108) Ho enable the people of the Philippine Islands to adopt
a constitution and to form a free and independent government5.
Two days later, on the* 15th January, the Senate Committee on
Territories and Insular Affairs began hearing evidence.^ Shortly
afterwards Senator Vandenberg introduced yet another Bill.
1	See section (iii) of Part III of the present volume.        t	.   '     '
2	See p. 551 above.	3 The United States Daily, 15th November, 1929.

